What can an ARPAS
scientist do for you?
by Al Kertz
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OUNDED in 1984, the
American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists
(ARPAS) took root after a 15-year
germination process with the
amalgamation of the American
Society of Animal Science along
with the American Dairy Science
Association, American Meat Science Association, and Poultry Science Association. Since then, the
Equine Science Society has also
become a member society.
ARPAS’s primary purpose is to
certify professional animal scientists through passage of an initial
exam certification, and then a member is required to maintain that
certification through annual continuing education credits (CEUs).
For instance, you may have seen the
designation as a CEU for some presentations at events such as World
Dairy Expo.
ARPAS accreditation means that
whoever is working with you has
made the commitment to establish
and maintain their professional
standing and has made a commitment to a code of ethics, too. ARPAS
has a mechanism to sanction or
remove members who do not maintain that code of ethics.
As for its importance to dairy
farmers, this certification is similar
to what you have come to expect of
your veterinarian and your medical
doctors. ARPAS members are scientists. Science is a search for truth.
Our industry expects competence
and truthfulness. That really is the
reason why ARPAS was founded.
Our mission is about establishing and maintaining a culture of
integrity. The more we are able
to do that, the less likely or less
impactful any untoward conduct
will occur in the industry. This is
what our industry and you as clients expect of us.

Membership details
An ARPAS member commits to
passing a qualifying exam; and then
renews annually the professional
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“ I never Cock-A-Doodle-Do
before I’ve had my
morning coffee.”

competence through available and
designated conferences, trainings,
and educational means. Getting and
maintaining this level of competence
is what you should come to expect.
ARPAS is a national organization with eight chapters across the
U.S. that provide opportunities to
interact and meet others within the
industry, support students in various ways, and sponsor or co-sponsor
educational meetings. There are also
a number of members in Canada and
a few in other countries as well.
Overall, there are 10 specie categories and three product areas,
which includes dairy products. This
entitles the qualified person to be a
Professional Animal Scientist with
the designation PAS.
More highly qualified members
may seek board certification and
designation within the American Academy of Animal Scientists
(ACAS) as Diplomate American
College of Applied Animal Behavior
Science (ACABS), American College
of Animal Food Sciences (ACAFS),
American College of Animal Genetics (ACAG), American College of
Animal Nutrition (ACAN), American College of Animal Physiology
(ACAP), or American College of Animal Welfare Science (ACAWS).
Like many things in our world,
the pandemic has caused changes.
These days the qualifying ARPAS
exam can now be administered
online like many university exams
had to be done when students could
not attend classes in person. Many
national, regional, and local conferences could not be held, so paper
exams could not be administered
to attendees. Applicants now do not
have to wait for in-person attendance at annual, regional, or local
conferences to take this exam in
person — it simply has to be properly proctored online.
Exams can also be scheduled for
the convenience of any grouping of
candidates. The best time for applicants to take the exam is while
a graduate student. In general,
the earlier in a career the exam is
taken, the better it is for staying
competent and committed in a professional career.
ARPAS members can stay up with
the science in their area by reading
the Applied Animal Science journal
that is published by ARPAS and
specializes in applied research. The
journal is included with membership.
It features timely review articles that
provide a current update in subject
areas with summary information and
key scientific journal references. Field
people are busy, just like you are, and
struggle to keep up, just like veterinarians and medical doctors, without
such key reviews.
The author is the executive vice president for the
American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists.
Learn more at www.arpas.org.

